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House Blessing Caps ReNew Project for Hensler Family

On December 4, 2016, the house blessing at 4311 N. Olive
Street will celebrate the contributions of volunteers and
donors in partnership with the Tara, a local single Hensler
Family to bring the dream of homeownership home for Tara
and her two daughters, Vega and Erica.

Over the past eight months, this two bedroom home, built in
1941, and empty for several years--during which it had been
repeatedly vandalized, was transformed into a blessing and
promise of new life for the Henslers.
Tara’s journey back from despair began just a few years
ago and took her through the Hillcrest Transitional Housing
program, where she lived in a Parkville Presbyterian
Church’s (PPC) sponsored apartment. Tara met Linda Myers,
member of PPC, and a budget counselor for Hillcrest.
As a member of the Family Services Committee for The
Fuller Center, Linda encouraged Tara to apply to our
homeownership program.
Tara was accepted, and with hope anew, she has committed
virtually every Saturday since June to work at the house,
bringing friends and family with her to contribute to her
250 hours of sweat equity. With dedication and love Dean
and Katie Hensler, her brother and sister-in-law, recruited
their Sunday school class at Platte Woods United Methodist
Church to come out on a chilly day in November to lay sod,
paint trim and prep walls for paint.
Platte Woods UMC became the latest northland church
to contribute to the project, joining St. Patrick Catholic

Pictured: A mission trip group from Iowa learning about serving others.
Above: One of many messages written by volunteers inside the
walls of the house.

Church, Park Hill Christian Church, Northland Cathedral,
North Oak Christian Church, Parkville Presbyterian Church,
Barry Christian Church and Second Baptist Church-Liberty
to provide significant volunteer and/or financial support
for the project.
On behalf of the Fuller Center for Housing of
Greater Kansas City, we thank YOU for your
commitment to serving God’s people in need and
fulfilling the promise of new life in Him! 

Year-end Campaign – Locally and Around the Country and the World
In a recent Fuller Center newsletter, David Snell,
President, shared “more children have moved from
unstable housing and homelessness into simple,
decent Fuller Center homes this year than ever
before, and it’s all thanks to people like you. With
your help, we can shatter more records in 2017.”
“The final month of this year will go a long way
toward determining just how many families we’ll
be able to help next year. Through the end of the
year, The Fuller Center will be sharing stories on our
website, FullerCenter.Org, as well as on Facebook
and Twitter, about the successes you made possible
in 2016.” This newsletter shares information about
our successes locally and more is available on our
Facebook page as well.

With the season of giving and thanks upon us, we
hope that you will consider supporting this ministry
with a tax-deductible gift whether it’s today or just
before the clock strikes midnight on the final day of
this year.
Thank you for your gift to our Year-End Campaign.
In Christian partnership,

Graham Houston, President

7th Annual Fuller Center BBQ Benefit & Celebration
In late August, over 100 supporters gathered to celebrate
the good work of The Fuller Center for Housing and raise
needed funds to support the ministry in all the ways it seeks
to provide decent, affordable housing to people in need.
The event featured both live and silent auctions, the
latter of which consisted of gift baskets prepared by
church members and used as center pieces on the tables.
Altogether, the event raised over $16,000.
Three individuals received the Matthew 25 Award,
presented for “faithfully living out the Gospel of Matthew
through invaluable contributions to the Fuller Center for
Housing of Greater Kansas City.” Congratulations to Steve
Gosoroski, member of St. Patrick Church and Charley Lamb’s
Wednesday crew; John Kerry, who has supported every BBQ
event by securing donations of food and then preparing
the BBQ meat we enjoy; and Graham Houston, one of
the founding board members who has served as either
president or vice president every year.
This ministry is greater than any one individual. It is in our
collective effort that we bring about lasting change and
show by our good works the love of God and faith in action.

Pictured: Left to Right Graham Houston, Matthew 25 Award
recipient Steve Gosoroski, and Charley Lamb.

May we all be inspired to lift each other up and look to the
heavens saying, “Here am I, Lord. Use me.” 

KC Covenant Partner tithe supports Fuller’s Global Builders program
The Fuller Center of Kansas City is not just about meeting needs in our area. We support the Fuller Center’s Global Building
program through our annual tithe of 10 percent of unrestricted gifts. The Fuller Center sponsors Global building trips in
Central America, South America, and Africa as well as to countries such as Haiti, Armenia, Nepal, and several others.
This year a middle school youth group from Parkville Presbyterian Church raised nearly $2,000 to support global building
in Nepal, a country devastated by earthquakes in 2015.
We would love to organize a trip of volunteers to one of these locations in the near future. If you are
interested or have a group from your church that is interested contact us to get the ball rolling. Check out the
FullerCenter.org website for more details and opportunities. It is an experience of a lifetime! 

Pictured: Day 1: A few “seniors” ready for cycling adventure!

2016 Fuller Center Bike Adventure a Wet & Wild Success!
For the fourth time since 2010 Graham Houston
participated in one of the annual Fuller Center Bike
Adventure events to raise money and awareness for the
cause of affordable housing. This year the Spring Bike
Adventure was a week-long 400 mile ride from Nashville,
Tennessee, to Jackson, Mississippi, down the Natchez
Trace Parkway, a beautiful limited access highway that is a
favorite of cyclists from around the country.
Graham was joined by close cycling friend, Richard Manny,
a retired Presbyterian pastor from Sheboygan, WI. Graham
and Richard met in 1996 on the first of many Habitat 500
Bike Rides, a week-long 500 mile bike ride benefitting
Habitat for Humanity (it’s how Graham became so devoted
to the ministry founded by Millard Fuller).
The Spring Bike Adventure was beautiful in spite of the wet
weather (misery loves company!). A build day mid-week
brought home the true purpose of The Fuller Center.
Recently Graham was recognized by The Fuller Center
as number 8 on the all-time Top Fundraiser list for the
Fuller Center Bike Adventure, having raised over $14,000.
Altogether, including the Habitat 500 rides, Graham has
raised over $100,000 for the affordable housing cause. He
says “It is a joy to combine what I love doing (cycling) with
helping people in need by raising funds for the cause.”
Graham wishes to thank each and every donor who
contributed to his ride this year. Together we raised
$4,002.00 to fund 2016 projects. 
To view more photos from the adventure,
visit fullercenterkc.org!

Pictured: Framing a new floor – making things safe again!

Visit us online at fullercenterkc.org
to see upcoming events, follow our projects,
and donate online!
PO Box 901365,
Kansas City, MO 64190-1365

Family Services and Construction
Committees Set Table for 2017
The Family Services Committee, led by board member
and NOCC member David Catt, stayed busy all year
processing numerous requests for service. Several
applicants for Greater Blessing and ReNew projects
(minor and major repairs, respectively) were qualified
and recommended to the Construction Committee for
assessment. Once a budget is prepared a recommendation is submitted to the board for approval.
In addition a couple, one of whom lives with disabilities,
was approved by the board for our homeownership
program. Their current living situation lacks accessibility
and is unsafe.
The Construction Committee, led by board member and
Gashland UMC member Benjamin Rackers, has its work
cut out for it. Charged with evaluating Greater Blessing
and ReNew applicants to establish project budgets and
jointly make recommendations to the board. Members
include Joe Grysban, Charley Lamb, and Jerry Semsch.
The work of both committees is challenging and rewarding. If you would like to find out how you can help
out contact us at info@fullercenterkc.org.
Pictured: Nearing the finish this group prepped the yard for sod.

